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Owner/CEO  ___________

Administrator  __________

DON  ________________

Staff Development  ______

Nurse Manager  ________

Scheduler _____________

Business manager   _____

Other  ________________

Any agency changes must be reported to the
PAA Quality Assurance department.  This
includes administrative staff, contact person for
referrals, supervisory RN, agency location or
mailing address, phone or fax numbers, as well
as ownership changes.  Written notification should
be sent to Debbie Radekin, QA Dept., F-32 URG,
P. O. Box 500, Rio Grande, Ohio 45674.

Seniors or caregivers who would like
information about long term care options
should be referred to The Area Agency on
Aging District 7, Inc. at 1-800-582-7277.

The Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc.
serves Adams, Brown, Gallia, Highland,
Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross, Scioto,

 and Vinton Counties.
“Services Provided on a Non-Discriminatory Basis”

Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc.
F-32 URG, P.O. Box 500

Rio Grande, Ohio  45674-0500

PASSPORT and Assisted Living Waiver Providers

The State of Ohio has finally passed a budget bill that will fund state services through the next 2 years. Much effort was

put into advocacy to ensure funding for senior services would remain in the budget. We are appreciative of all the

advocacy that you and your staff have completed around these issues.

You have probably read or heard that funding for senior services, including PASSPORT and Assisted Living, was reduced.

That is correct. On Monday, July 20, 2009, we received notice from the Ohio Department of Aging that we would be

instituting managed enrollment (wait lists) effective Monday July 20, 2009. This means that we will have a limit on the

number of new consumers that we can enroll into our programs each month. Currently enrolled consumers will not be

affected.

In the past, we maintained separate lists for each program.  In this budget, several programs were placed into a “Unified

Long Term Care Services Budget” line which includes the PASSPORT, Assisted Living, Choices, and PACE programs.

Therefore, we will be maintaining one list for managed enrollment with the consumer choosing which program best meets

their needs. In addition, consumers can move from one program to another without requiring a new slot.

 As in the past, we will have the opportunity to enroll consumers with the “Home First” option. This means that

consumers who are leaving a nursing facility will automatically receive a slot and will not take one of the slots allocated to

us by ODA. In other words, if a person is leaving a nursing facility, they never have to wait for a slot once they meet all

other program eligibility requirements.

What does this mean for providers? Mostly, business as usual. We are still enrolling consumers every month. You will

continue to receive calls from our assessors authorizing you to begin services for consumers when they are ready to

enroll. However, when you refer consumers who are living in community settings, there may be a delay in enrollment of

these consumers due to the managed enrollment/wait list.

As always, we will continue to accept and respond to all referrals for assistance. We ask that you assist us in helping

consumers and their family understand that enrollment for our programs remains open and with enrollment from

nursing facility settings is available without a wait.

If you receive questions about our programs or new referrals, please refer them to our Resource Department at 1-800-

582-7277.

Thank you.

Deborah Danner-Gulley and Bonnie Dingess, AAA7 Long Term Care Programs Directors

Assistance.Advocacy.Answers on Aging.
 Pamela K. Matura, Executive Director



www.aaa7.org www.aaa7.org

2009 Training Calendar
Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc.

Training Coordinator: Debbie Crawford, PHR  1-800-582-7277
dcrawford@aaa7.org

September
30 OSHIIP Update Class 1644 11th St.,  Portsmouth

Time: 9:00-12:00 Trainer from OSHIP

October
8 Medicare Part D Update & Changes Time:  10:00-12:00

1644 11th St., Portsmouth, OH
Lynn Heskett, OSHIIP

13       Sensitivity to Aging “
1644 11th St., Portsmouth, Oh Time:  9:00- 12:15
Cost:  $35 Trainers:  AAA7 Staff

27 DRIVE
1644 11th St., Portsmouth, OH Time:  8:30-4:30
Cost: $40 Trainers:  AAA7 Staff

November
3       “The Psychosocial Needs of the Medically Complex Patient”

Piketon Comfort Inn, 7525 US Rt. 23, Piketon, OH
Cost: $50  Time: 9:00-4:00 Trainer:  James H. Collins, PhD

December
2 Medicare Check-up for Scioto County

1644 11th St., Portsmouth, OH  Time: 10:00-12:00
OSHIIP

ODJFS Has New Communication Process on Rule Changes

Beginning August 1,2009, Medicaid providers will no longer receive paper copies of Medicaid transmittal letters.
Instead, they may sign up to receive communication electronically by submitting their names and e-mail addresses to
http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/subscribe/.

Transmittal letters notify Medicaid providers, county agencies and other stakeholders about rule and policy changes
and clarifications. A new rule, Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 5101:3-1-17.1, “Notification of rule and program
changes,” allows ODJFS to communicate rule changes electronically to those who might be affected by them. A person
interested in receiving such an electronic communication must sign up at the Web site above. ODJFS will continue to
post changes to: http://emanuals.odjfs.state.oh.us/emanuals/.

The move to electronic letter transmission is part of a statewide effort to reduce costs and increase efficiencies while
at the same time maintaining good customer service and due diligence. ODJFS remains committed to working closely
with Medicaid providers to ensure delivery of services to Ohioans.  The agency urges Medicaid providers to submit
their e-mail addresses to http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/subscribe/ so they may stay informed of changes.

ODI’s H.B. 1 Health Care Reform Provisions Webpage

The Ohio Department of Insurance (ODI) now has a webpage constructed to assist those with questions on the
recently enacted state budget (Am. Sub. H.B. 1). Included on this page are FAQs focused towards consumers

and businesses as well as a link to the new Ohio Health Care Coverage and Quality Council’s website.
Please follow the below link to reach ODI’s H.B. 1 Health Care Reform Provisions page.

http://www.insurance.ohio.gov/Consumer/Pages/HealthCareReformProvisions.aspx

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                            Contact: HHS Press Office
Monday, August 3, 2009                                                                              (202) 690-6343

HHS Delegates Authority for the HIPAA Security Rule to Office for Civil Rights
HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced today that authority for the administration and enforcement of the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) Security Rule has been delegated to the Office for Civil
Rights (OCR). OCR’s administration and enforcement of the Security Rule, which had previously been delegated to
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), will eliminate duplication and increase efficiencies in how the
department ensures that Americans’ health information privacy is protected.
 
HHS has the authority for administration and enforcement of the federal standards for health information privacy
called for in HIPAA. The Privacy Rule provides federal protections for personal health information held by covered
entities and gives patients an array of rights with respect to that information. OCR has been responsible for
enforcement of the Privacy Rule since 2003. The Security Rule specifies a series of administrative, technical, and
physical security procedures for covered entities to use to assure the confidentiality of electronic protected health
information. The Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act, part of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), mandated improved enforcement of the Privacy Rule and
the Security Rule.
 
“Security and privacy of health information are increasingly intersecting as the department works with the health
industry to adopt electronic health records and participate in an even greater level of electronic exchange of health
information,” said Secretary Sebelius. “Privacy and security are naturally intertwined, because they both address
protected health information. Combining the enforcement authority in one agency within HHS will facilitate
improvements by eliminating duplication and increasing efficiency.”
 
Through a separate delegation, CMS continues to have authority for administration and enforcement of the HIPAA
Administrative Simplification regulations, other than privacy and security of health information.

For more information, please visit OCR Web site: http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/index.html.

ACCEPTING REFERRALS

To ensure that our consumers receive the care that is needed, providers are expected to respond to a referral within one
business day.  Our case managers are required to track when services start and follow up with the consumer.  A provider

must give the case manager a start date within one business day of the referral.  If a provider does not contact the case
manager with the start date, the case manager may call another provider to secure services so that the consumer’s services

start in a timely manner.
Any questions should be directed to Debbie Radekin, RN, Utilization Management/Provider Operations Supervisor.


